
Lakefield College School Computer Science

Exemplar 
Acceptance criteria 

• From a podcast page, the user can tap a heart to mark it as a favourite quickly and easily.

• Favourited podcasts show up in a favourites area so they are easier to find later.

• If there’s no internet, it should still work somehow or try again soon.

• Pressing the heart again should remove it from favourites.

• The app should look normal while this happens and not be confusing.


User story 

As a Spotify podcast listener who uses the app in many situations, I want the ability to mark 
any podcast as a favourite in the app so that I can find it again later without hunting 
around or searching all the time across different parts of the app, especially when I have 
lots of shows saved already.
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User story – Rubric match 

Acceptance Criteria – Rubric Match 

User Story 
Look-fors 👀

Developing Proficient Advanced

Clear user need 
(who / what / why)

Uses “As a… I want… 
so that…” with a clear 
user and benefit.

Clear order and layout Story and acceptance 
criteria are mixed 
together or hard to 
follow.

Short and easy to 
read

Wordy or unclear; 
grammar issues get in 
the way.

Acceptance Criteria 
Look-fors 👀

Developing Proficient Advanced

Given/When/Then, 
testability

Vague steps; not in 
Given/When/Then; 
hard to test.

Specific and 
measurable details

Uses fuzzy words 
like “fast” or “easy.”

Right for the audience 
and purpose

Scenarios match the 
intended user and 
purpose.

Correct terms and 
format

Misuses or skips key 
terms/formats.

NOTE 
 
This exemplar mixes order (criteria given first), avoids Given/When/Then, and uses vague wording—so 
it lands as Developing overall while still showing a few Proficient elements.
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